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towards the seaward end of a valley, and I found myself entirely
encompassed by an impenetrable mist. But after some few
minutes of patience, suddenly a rift was cleared, and down below
I saw the solid luminous rocky feet of the adjoining mountains,
and amidst them an exquisite little village, with deep red roofs
relieved against a background of verdant meadow. Never did the
solid luminous earth appear so real or so beautiful to me, as by
contrast with the bewildering, uncertain mist in which I had been
lost. So it is with the soul that gets a glimpse of solid, luminous
reality through the uncertain mists of conventionalism and dead
tradition.

Those who have been sometimes wearied out with the dull
monotony of many Nonconformist services, or perhaps disgusted
with the mercenary vulgarity of others, may wonder that I should
attribute to Nonconformity any share of such inspiration as-
I have spoken of. How can there be in Nonconformity, as we
know it in most conventicles at the present day, any impulse
coming to emotional souls from a glimpse through the veil
of illusion into the deeper realities behind? But remember, I
said just now that all varieties of belief and organization, embraced
within this wide word Nonconformity, sprang originally from such
inspiration; I did not say they always represent such inspiration
now. They sprang originally from such inspiration, and were
for the most part glorious in the beginning. * The stream that
stagnates as dead ditchwater, ,in the spreading mouth at the
outlet of a tidal river, may have leapt into the light as liquid
crystal, where the mountain-top meets the heavens; and so
it may happen, and very often does happen, that organizations
which appear now as very dull and prosaic sects had most noble
origins. It would, however, be invidious to particularize by way
of illustration, and therefore I leave you to apply the remark
for yourselves.

Now, it is in its origin that Nonconformity is most instructive
to us. In its after-progress I am fain to confess that it has often
been far more useful for purposes of warning, except in some
respects which I shall advert to presently. The conflict between
Nonconformity and the established hierarchy is only a modern
form of the perennial opposition between priestcraft on the*
one hand, and prophetism on the other. The priest, from the
very beginning of religious organization, and even perhaps in
prehistoric times, represented customs that had become sacred
from their inveteracy. He represented traditional mysteries
which necessarily clothed these in ritual. He represented spiritual
authority that arrayed itself in pomp and glory. The prophet
on the other hand, represented inspiration in the sense that